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Export opportunities for South Africa’s capital goods industry 

 

Introduction  

South Africa’s mineral resource endowment and its progressive extraction over the decades, complemented by 

the expansion and development of the agricultural and food processing industries, largely underpinned the 

emergence and growth of local industries manufacturing capital equipment. During the isolation years 

associated with global sanctions towards the apartheid regime, South Africa further developed its capital 

equipment manufacturing capabilities.  

The lifting of international sanctions in a democratic South Africa not only opened up external markets but also 

exposed the economy to global competition. Several segments of the domestic manufacturing sector struggled 

to adapt to the rapidly changing economic environment, particularly sharply declining import protection as tariffs 

were lowered, among other contributing factors. In certain cases, however, the opening up of international 

markets has showcased the capabilities of South African manufacturing, since some producers have managed 

to penetrate global markets fairly successfully, retaining or expanding their production capability even in the face 

of international competition. 

The development of South Africa’s capital equipment manufacturing and its access to external markets are 

being supported by government and other public sector entities through various policies, strategies and 

initiatives. The National Development Plan (NDP) emphasises that the focus of government policy should be on 

areas where South Africa has a revealed competitive advantage and where strong global demand exists, whilst 

fostering stronger domestic backward and forward linkages so as to optimise the benefits for the country (e.g. 

manufactured goods and services associated with the mining industry, construction, agriculture, agro-

processing) and in markets where global demand is growing.  

The New Growth Path (NGP) also highlights the importance of “maintaining and incrementally improving South 

Africa’s core strengths in sectors such as capital equipment for construction and mining.” It also states that “the 

economic ministries will develop proposals for funding South African suppliers of capital equipment and 

construction materials for regional infrastructure projects.” 

The specific support measures and action plans for capital equipment and machinery are contained in the wider 

Metal Fabrication, Capital and Rail Transport Equipment cluster of the Industrial Policy Action Plan 2014/15–

2016/17 (IPAP). IPAP emphasises that the large infrastructure roll-out undertaken by government should be 

leveraged to support this cluster. However, respective action plans focus on infrastructure roll-out domestically 

as well as regionally, with limited focus on long-term competitiveness enhancement and export market 

development.   

Public sector support measures for the development of capital goods manufacturing extends beyond direct 

assistance from government to funding from development finance institutions such as the IDC and other forms 

of assistance from state-owned entities such as the CSIR, Mintek, etc.   

This report aims to identify South African capital equipment products exhibiting potential for increased export 

penetration in global markets, both in terms of new markets that could be possibly developed or by expanding 

exports to current destination markets. Quantitative analysis of international trade data according to a specific 

methodology, complemented by the identification of countries with sizeable mining project pipelines, was 

undertaken for this purpose. 
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Brief description of the capital equipment product categories and their export performance 

The basis utilised for the selection of capital goods product categories was the United Nations Broad Economic 

Classification (BEC) sub-heading 41: Capital goods. The manufacturing of capital equipment is classified across 

a number of manufacturing sub-sectors, with a small proportion located in the agriculture sector (see Table 1): 

 The production of trucks used in the commercial sector for long- and short-distance distribution is 

classified under the motor vehicles, parts and accessories sub-sector. 

 Products classified as capital equipment within the machinery sector include various types of pumps, 

industrial equipment used in manufacturing processes, as well as heavy machinery used in mining 

operations, both in the transporting and processing of mining ores.  

 Electrical machinery and professional and scientific equipment relate to electricity generation, 

transmission and distribution to the point of final consumption.  

 Items under “other transport equipment” relate mainly to the manufacturing of railway trucks and 

engines, with a smaller proportion producing for the maritime industry. 

IPAP transversal 
interventions 

Public 
Procurement 

Sector designations and 
Competitive Supplier 

Development Programme 
Procurement Accord 

(Government-Business-
Labour) 

Renewable Energy 
Independent Power 

Producer Programme 

National Industrial 
Participation 
Programme 

Innovation and 
technology 

Supporting new 
technology platforms 

and commercialisation 
of innovations 

Skills for the economy 

Demand-led skills planning for 
capacity building in key IPAP 

sectors Industrial financing 

IDC, other DFIs and 
commecrical banks 

Manufacturing 
Competitiveness 

Enchancement Programme 
and export financing (ECIC) 

Developmental 
trade policy 

Clampdown on customs 
fruad, illegal imports etc 

Flexible/strategic 
tariff setting 

SABS/SANAS/NRCS 
enabling standards 

and compulsory 
specifications 

Regional integration 

Coordination of African regional 
infrastructure and integrated 

value chains 

Special Economic 
Zones 

Attracting foreign direct 
investment, building strategic 

industrial capacity in key 
domestic regions 

Figure 1: IPAP transversal interventions related to capital equipment manufacturing 

Source:  IDC, adapted from IPAP 2014/15 – 2016/17 
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Table 1: Sub-sectors with capital equipment product categories 

Sector 
Export value 2013, 

R million 

% of total sub-sector exports in 
2013 

 

Motor vehicles, parts & accessories 

 

26 985*  

       

 37.7%*  

Machinery & equipment 13 152         27.8%  

Professional & scientific equipment 3 431         80.0%  

Electrical machinery & apparatus 2 326         28.1%  

Metal products (excl. machinery) 1 475         13.3%  

Other transport equipment 1 070         19.7%  

Television, radio & communication equipment 870         18.6%  

Other manufacturing 199           0.7%  

Agriculture, forestry & fishing 110           0.3%  

Furniture 101           3.6%  

Notes: Includes HS842139: Filtering or purifying machinery and apparatus for gases n.e.s. (which includes catalytic converters) 

Source: IDC, based on SARS data.   
 

As illustrated in Figure 2, the output of South Africa’s capital goods industry has expanded almost consistently in 

real terms since 1994. This industry has exhibited a degree of international competitiveness, as shown by the 

rising trend in its export propensity since 1983. This trend was reversed in the aftermath of the global financial 

and economic crises of 2008/09, but has resumed a positive slope in more recent years.  However, the import 

penetration ratio (i.e. the share of domestic demand for capital goods accounted for by imports) has also been 

rising steeply, amounting to 56% in 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Trends in South Africa’s capital goods industry  
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Investment spending by South Africa’s mining sector on capital goods has risen over time in real terms, as 

illustrated in Figure 2.  However, the overall mining sector is sourcing an increasing portion of its intermediate 

input requirements from foreign producers, with this ratio having risen from 15.8% in 2000 to 19.8% by 2013 

(refer to Table 2). 

 

Source: IDC 

 

Furthermore, the share of manufactured input costs within the overall intermediate input requirements of the 

mining sector has declined substantially over time, from 44.2% in 1995 to 29.0% by 2013, with the 

corresponding ratios for machinery & equipment, electrical machinery, professional equipment and other 

transport equipment having been basically halved during this period.     

At the HS 6-digit level, there are almost 650 capital goods product categories in which South Africa has some 

exports, accounting for 6.3% of South Africa’s overall export merchandise export basket.  As illustrated in Figure 

3, the sub-sectors producing non-electrical machinery and equipment as well as professional and scientific 

equipment, have exhibited the steepest increases in their export propensity since the early 1980s, with more 

than 80% of their output exported in 2013. The “other transport equipment” sub-sector’s export propensity, 

although still significant and above the manufacturing sector average in 2013, is currently a fraction of the ratios 

reached at the turn of the millennium.  

Such trends in the performance of domestic capital goods manufacturing industries illustrate, in general terms, 

their ability to compete on the international stage. 

 

Table 2: Demand for intermediate inputs by SA’s mining sector (percentage shares, 
unless otherwise specified)  

Sector 1995 2000 2005 2010 2013
Agriculture 0.07          0.06          0.03          0.05          0.03          

Mining 1.27          0.92          0.90          1.22          1.53          

Manufacturing 44.24        35.39        30.97        29.54        29.06        

Metal products (excluding machinery) 5.74          4.11          3.27          2.82          2.72          

Machinery & equipment 12.21        7.74          7.29          6.64          7.37          

Electrical machinery 2.50          1.62          1.19          1.14          1.34          

Professional equipment 0.35          0.23          0.19          0.19          0.19          

Other transport equipment 1.22          1.12          1.34          1.05          0.64          

Other manufacturing 22.22        20.57        17.68        17.71        16.80        

Services 54.42        72.47        58.63        13.98        -61.28      

Electricity, gas & water 12.07        7.39          4.80          6.64          6.27          

Construction 3.12          2.05          1.48          0.58          0.65          

Transport & storage 24.23        39.53        46.82        44.82        45.80        

Finance & business services 4.16          5.25          5.66          6.45          6.14          

Other services 10.84        -36.16      -72.60      -103.13    -134.12    

Total 100.00     100.00     100.00     100.00     100.00     

Total value in R billion (nominal) 27.6 55 81.8 150.2 198.1

Total value in R billion (real 2013 prices) 208.5 219.1 226.4 194.9 198.1

Sourcing ratio - domestic:foreign 82:18 84:16 83:17 83:17 80:20
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Figure 3: Export propensity of the various segments of SA’s capital goods industry 
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Table 3 lists the 20 largest external markets for South Africa’s capital goods over the five-year period 2008 to 

2012, indicating a very diverse set of export destinations, including both developing and developed economies.  

Table 3: Main destinations for SA capital goods exports (average annual figures, 2008-2012) 

Country Value (R million)     % of total capital exports       % of SA merchandise exports 

Zambia 4 907 9.8% 0.6% 

Mozambique 4 223 8.5% 0.5% 

Zimbabwe 3 358 6.7% 0.4% 

UK 3 212 6.4% 0.4% 

Algeria 3 192 6.4% 0.4% 

DRC 3 012 6.0% 0.4% 

Germany 2 655 5.3% 0.3% 

Belgium 2 278 4.6% 0.3% 

Nigeria 2 062 4.1% 0.3% 

France 1 476 3.0% 0.2% 

Angola 1 412 2.8% 0.2% 

Kenya 1 185 2.4% 0.2% 

USA 1 111 2.2% 0.1% 

Tanzania 1 004 2.0% 0.1% 

Netherlands 974 2.0% 0.1% 

Ghana 968 1.9% 0.1% 

Russia 944 1.9% 0.1% 

Malawi 890 1.8% 0.1% 

UAE 628 1.3% 0.1% 

Saudi Arabia 466 0.9% 0.1% 
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Trade analysis methodology 

This section attempts to identify South African capital equipment products with higher export potential on 

international markets, whilst also investigating new potential markets that could be developed or existing 

markets that could be expanded further.  The following methodology was utilised for this purpose: 

 The analysis utilised international trade data sourced from the International Trade Centre (ITC) and 

based on the six-digit Harmonized System (HS) level. This data was sourced for 194 countries in order 

to capture all possible trading opportunities.  

 For each of the 194 countries, data on imports of capital goods from the rest of the world and from South 

Africa per se, was extracted.  In addition, the exports of South African capital goods were also obtained.  

 The analysis only considered HS 6-digit categories of capital goods imports that have an average value 

of at least USD20 million over the five-year period 2008 to 2012, with a further condition that the average 

annual growth rate in such imports over this period was positive. 

 From the South African perspective, the capital goods product categories were narrowed down to the 10 

largest export categories by value and the 10 fastest export growth categories (see Tables 4 and 5).  

 As may be observed, four capital goods product categories are among both the 10 largest and the 10 

fastest growing export lists and, therefore, the total number of products analysed amounted to 16.  

 The proportion of imports per country for each category originating from South Africa was also 

calculated. 

Table 4: SA’s largest export capital equipment categories with positive growth over the period 2008–2012 

HS 6-digit 
code 

Description 

5-year average 
export value 

(USD million) 

5-year average 
annual growth 

(%) 

% of total SA 
exports 

H870421 Diesel-powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding five tonnes 1 281.0 25.4% 1.7% 

H860900 
Cargo containers designed to be carried by one or more modes of 
transport 

157.0 0.6% 0.2% 

H870410 Dump trucks designed for off-highway use 147.3 22.7% 0.2% 

H870431 Gas-powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding five tonnes 95.9 31.0% 0.1% 

H841381 Pumps not elsewhere specified (n.e.s.) 82.3 22.5% 0.1% 

H902830 Electricity supply, production and calibrating meters 64.0 11.8% 0.1% 

H847989 Machines & mechanical appliances n.e.s. with individual functions 61.7 15.9% 0.1% 

H842959 Self-propelled excavating machinery n.e.s. 57.6 29.6% 0.1% 

H847410 Sorting/screening/separating or washing machinery for stone/ores  50.9 35.0% 0.1% 

H903180 Measuring or checking instruments, appliances & machines, n.e.s. 48.1 19.7% 0.1% 

Source: IDC, calculated from ITC data 
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Table 5: SA’s fastest growing capital equipment export categories with an average export value of at least 

USD20 million over the period 2008–2012 

HS 6-digit 
code 

Description 

5-year average 
export value  

(USD million) 

5-year average 
annual growth 

(%) 

% of total 
SA exports 

H854370 Electrical machines and apparatus, having individual functions, n.e.s. 33.5 87.7% 0.0% 

H850213 
Generating sets, diesel/semi-diesel engines, of an output exceeding 
375 KVA 

21.9 68.5% 0.0% 

H870423 Diesel powered trucks with a GVW exceeding twenty tonnes 29.5 27.7% 0.0% 

H847420 
Crushing/grinding machines for earth/stone/ores or other minerals 
subs 

31.1 26.1% 0.0% 

H730900 
Reservoirs, tanks, vats & similar containers, cap >300 l, (excl. 
liquid/compressed gas type) 

30.1 23.0% 0.0% 

H870431 Gas powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding five tonnes 95.9 31.0% 0.1% 

H870421 Diesel powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding five tonnes 1 281.0 25.4% 1.7% 

H841370 Centrifugal pumps n.e.s. 28.0 14.1% 0.0% 

H870410 Dump trucks designed for off-highway use 147.3 22.7% 0.2% 

H842959 Self-propelled excavating machinery n.e.s. 57.6 29.6% 0.1% 

Source: IDC, calculated from ITC data 

 For each capital goods category, the 20 largest importers globally and the 20 fastest growing importers with 

an average of at least USD20 million in imports annually over the period 2008-2012, but where South 

African-sourced goods accounted for less than 20% of the country’s total imports, were identified.  

 Countries were subsequently ranked according to a specific rating system
1
 as explained in the footnote 

below. The 20 countries with the highest number of points were utilised to calculate the Revealed 

Comparative Advantage (RCA, refer to page 9) of the 5 largest sources of capital goods imports, with South 

Africa also included in cases where it was not amongst the top five import sources.  

 The 20 countries identified, as well as the product categories in which they are one of the 20 largest or 

fastest growing countries, are shown in Table 6. 

                                                           
1
 Rating system utilised: The largest importer globally of a product category received 20 points, while the 20th largest received one 

point – thus, the maximum point a country could obtain was 800, if it was the largest and fastest growing importer for each of the 
product categories. The total score of each country was divided by 800 and then multiplied by the number of product categories in 
which it was ranked to obtain a point per category. 
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Table 6: Countries analysed per product category 
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  Source: IDC 

Country abbreviations used in Table 6 

United States of America USA Canada CAN Nigeria NGA Viet Nam VNM 

Russia RUS Indonesia IDN Saudi Arabia SAU Kuwait KWT 

United Arab Emirates UAE United Kingdom GBR Japan JPN Ghana GHA 

Australia AUS China CHN Peru PER Iraq IRQ 

Chile CHL Brazil BRA Mexico MEX Germany DEU 
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South Africa’s revealed comparative advantage in the identified product categories 

To assess the potential for South African capital goods exports into the 20 identified countries, a Revealed 

Comparative Advantage (RCA) analysis was carried out (refer to the box below for a brief explanation of the 

RCA). The aim was to determine whether the South African export categories identified through the 

methodology described above exhibit a relatively higher RCA compared to the leading sources of imports.   

Source: Balassa, B (1965) 

Of the 16 product categories identified, the RCA results indicate that South Africa has a revealed comparative 

disadvantage in two product categories (i.e. RCAs below unity), while in four product categories the RCAs are 

low relative to those of the top sources of imports.  

The product categories for which South Africa’s RCAs are either below unity or lower than those of major import 

sources are listed in Tables 7 and 8, respectively.  

Table 9 lists the capital goods product categories where South Africa’s RCA is higher or at relatively similar 

levels compared to other major sources of imports.  

Figures A1 to A14 in Appendix 1, in turn, reflect the major sources of capital equipment product categories 

imports for the countries identified in this analysis and where South Africa’s RCA reflects a possible competitive 

positioning. 

 

  

Box 1: Revealed Comparative Advantage 

The key assumption of the Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) method of analysis is that merchandise trade patterns mirror inter 

country relative costs differences and differences in non-price factors. It is these factors that indicate comparative advantage among trading 

economies. Changes in RCA are caused by economic factors such as structural change, global demand and trade specialisation.  

The RCA index of a country is generally measured by the product’s share in the country’s total exports relative to its share in total world trade. 

The RCA is represented as follows: 

RCAij = (xij/Xit) / (xwj/Xwt) 

Where xij and xwj are the values of country i’s exports of product j and world exports of product j and where Xit and Xwt refer to the country’s 

total exports and world total exports.  

A value of less than unity implies that the country has a revealed comparative disadvantage in the product. Similarly, if the index exceeds 

unity, the country is said to have a revealed comparative advantage in the product.  

If an RCA index value for a product for country A is greater than the RCA index value for the same product in country B (both greater than 

unity), then country A is considered to have a higher revealed comparative advantage than country B. 

 

 

 

00 
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Table 7: Capital goods categories for which SA has a revealed comparative disadvantage (RCAs below unity) 

H850213 H854370 

Generating sets, diesel/semi-diesel engines, of an output exceeding 
375 KVA 

Electrical machines and apparatus, having individual 
functions, n.e.s. 

Country RCA Country RCA 

South Africa 0.4 South Africa 0.9 

Lebanon 11.9 South Korea 9.1 

Finland 6.8 China 7.9 

UK 3.1 Mexico 7.2 

South Korea 1.2 Thailand 6.7 

Singapore 1.2 Japan 5.9 

Turkey 1.1 Hong Kong  China 5.0 

USA 0.8 UK 4.0 

Japan 0.7 Germany 3.7 

France 0.6 USA 2.9 

Oman 0.6 Canada 2.3 

Italy 0.6 Netherlands 2.1 

China 0.4 Taiwan 1.9 

Germany 0.3 Malaysia 1.8 

Netherlands 0.2 Jordan 1.0 

Mexico 0.2 Ireland 0.8 

Canada 0.1 Turkey 0.4 

 

Table 8: Capital goods categories for which SA’s RCAs are below those of major import sources 

H841370 H847989 H903180 H870423 

Centrifugal pumps nes 
Machines and mechanical 

appliances nes having 
individual functions 

Measuring or checking 
instruments, appliances and 

machines, nes 

Diesel powered trucks with a 
GVW exceeding 20 tonnes 

Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA 

South Africa 8.3 South Africa 3.4 South Africa 7.7 South Africa 56.5 

Denmark 121.4 Japan 34.5 Germany 36.7 Sweden 623.9 

Hungary 64.7 Italy 27.4 Japan 31.0 Germany 349.6 

Norway 52.0 South Korea 23.5 USA 18.8 Austria 319.8 

Sweden 47.1 Germany 21.7 UK 17.3 Netherlands 303.4 

Ukraine 40.3 Taiwan 11.6 Italy 16.3 Japan 303.2 

France 35.9 USA 10.6 South Korea 14.2 Poland 268.6 

Italy 33.2 UK 8.3 Sweden 13.8 Mexico 221.7 

Germany 32.8 Singapore 8.3 France 12.6 Brazil 207.1 

Finland 32.6 Canada 7.7 Canada 10.6 Spain 205.8 

Japan 27.0 Netherlands 5.7 Singapore 7.3 France 140.6 

UK 24.9 UAE 5.3 China 6.4 China 109.0 

USA 20.3 Spain 4.5 Taiwan 6.3 Canada 97.2 

Mexico 16.3 Turkey 3.9 Netherlands 5.4 Finland 84.0 

China 15.3 India 3.2 Mexico 5.3 USA 79.5 
India 11.7 China 2.8 Belarus 2.3 Belgium 62.3 

 Source: IDC, calculated from ITC data 
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Table 9: Capital equipment product categories for which SA’s RCAs are higher compared to other major import sources or at around similar levels 

H730900 H841381 H842959 H847410 H847420 
Reservoirs, tanks, vats & 

similar  containers, cap >300 l, 
i o s (excl. liquid/compressed 

gas type) 

Pumps n.e.s. 
Self-propelled excavating 

machinery n.e.s. 

Sorting/screening/separating 
or washing machinery for 

stone/ores or other minerals  

Crushing/grinding machines 
for earth/stone/ores or other 

minerals substitutes 

Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA 

South Africa 3.5 South Africa 23.7 South Africa 22.5 South Africa 130.6 South Africa 40.6 

South Korea 9.6 Italy 50.6 UK 82.8 UK 195.1 Finland 253.8 

Italy 8.9 Norway 14.7 Italy 16.9 Austria 106.0 UK 78.0 

Poland 8.8 Spain 9.9 Poland 16.0 Finland 80.8 Luxembourg 54.2 

Spain 7.4 Australia 7.5 Singapore 12.5 Australia 65.9 Sweden 53.8 

Czech Republic 5.5 Singapore 7.4 USA 12.3 Italy 40.3 Ukraine 48.5 

Turkey 4.9 Switzerland 7.0 Austria 11.8 USA 37.9 Germany 35.9 

Canada 2.8 Mexico 6.9 Turkey 11.7 Ukraine 35.6 China 30.9 

UK 2.2 Turkey 6.6 Brazil 10.1 Germany 34.7 France 26.5 

Malaysia 2.2 Hungary 6.5 Belgium 6.2 Canada 29.5 Turkey 25.2 

Indonesia 2.2 USA 6.3 India 5.1 Chile 28.0 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 20.1 

USA 2.0 UAE 6.3 Netherlands 3.9 China 27.2 Denmark 19.1 

Germany 1.9 UK 6.2 Ireland 3.6 Spain 21.3 Australia 17.6 

France 1.8 France 5.3 Mexico 3.1 Belgium 16.1 USA 15.3 

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 1.6 China 4.7 France 1.7 Ireland 15.5 Brazil 11.7 

Ukraine 1.6 Netherlands 4.2 Germany 1.4 Brazil 13.0 Spain 9.5 

India 1.3 Japan 4.0 China 1.0 Taiwan 11.9 Belgium 9.3 

Ireland 1.3 Canada 3.8 Japan 0.9 Switzerland 7.9 Japan 8.4 

Mexico 1.2 South Korea 3.2 South Korea 0.1 Mexico 5.2 India 7.8 

China 1.0 Germany 2.8     Malaysia 4.9 Canada 4.3 

Ecuador 1.0 Sweden 1.4     Japan 4.6 Singapore 2.2 

Netherlands 0.9 India 1.3     South Korea 3.9     

Thailand 0.8         Singapore 3.9     

Taiwan 0.8                 

Australia 0.8                 

Singapore 0.8                 

Japan 0.6                 

Norway 0.5                 

Chile 0.3                 
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Table 9 (cont.): Capital equipment product categories for which SA’s RCA are higher compared to other major import sources or at around similar levels 

H860900 H870410 H870421 H870431 H902830 

Cargo containers designed 
to be carried by one or more 

modes of transport 

Dump trucks designed for 
off-highway use 

Diesel powered trucks with a 
GVW not exceeding five tonnes 

Gas powered trucks with a GVW 
not exceeding five tonnes 

Electricity supply, production 
and calibrating meters 

Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA Country RCA 

South Africa 8.0 South Africa 185.6 South Africa 604.3 South Africa 6 773.3 South Africa 21.9 

China 19.0 UK 200.4 Argentina 958.1 Mexico 92 248.9 Slovenia 99.1 

Poland 3.0 USA 272.4 Thailand 854.4 Thailand 34 955.6 Egypt 29.8 

Malaysia 2.8 India 143.4 Turkey 743.9 Argentina 29 284.4 Mexico 29.7 

Czech Republic 1.8 Japan 118.0 Spain 524.4 USA 23 671.1 Poland 7.0 

New Zealand 1.6 Belarus 81.9 Italy 225.1 Brazil 10 675.6 China 6.6 

Netherlands 1.1 Finland 68.2 Mexico 175.0 Canada 7 364.4 Bulgaria 5.9 

Vietnam 1.0 Australia 53.9 France 158.5 Japan 6 884.4 USA 5.6 

France 0.9 Canada 36.7 Uruguay 149.4 Turkey 6 715.6 India 5.5 

Belgium 0.9 Brazil 21.6 Germany 116.7 Poland 3 942.2 UK 5.4 

Norway 0.7 China 20.6 South Korea 115.6 Belgium 3 653.3 Indonesia 5.1 

USA 0.7 Italy 14.3 Japan 74.1 Spain 2 551.1 Singapore 5.0 

UK 0.6 Germany 13.3 Brazil 62.1 Indonesia 2 195.6 France 3.1 

Italy 0.6 Belgium 9.8 India 26.0 China 1 413.3 Germany 1.1 

South Korea 0.5 Sweden 0.6 USA 13.7 Kuwait 893.3 Canada 0.7 

Sweden 0.5     Austria 12.9 UAE 866.7 Australia 0.4 

Germany 0.4     China 11.0 South Korea 428.9 Spain 0.4 

Australia 0.4     Australia 3.8 Germany 364.4 Taiwan 0.1 

Mexico 0.4     Indonesia 1.1 Netherlands 105.8 Israel 0.1 

Taiwan 0.2     Singapore 0.6   Japan 0.1 

Japan 0.2     Canada 0.4     Kazakhstan 0.0 

Canada 0.1     Taiwan 0.1         

Source: IDC, calculated from ITC data 
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Export opportunities for South Africa’s capital goods industry 

 
 

Countries with large mining project pipelines 

The expansion or development of mining projects creates significant 

demand for new capital equipment, not only for the operational phase but 

also during the development of the project. As such, identifying where the 

largest concentration of mining projects are likely to be located could enable 

South African manufacturers to target these markets and benefit from the 

planned investments. 

Mining project activity worldwide is dominated by ten countries, which 

account for more than 70% of mining project values as reflected in Table 10. 

The data refers to projects where detailed information is available (e.g. 

planned investment quantum, commodity type, stage of investment pipeline, 

among other factors).  

The project status ranges from conceptual to construction and, therefore, not 

all projects may end up being implemented, while those that are in the 

construction phase could only be commissioned over a number of years. 

Canada and Australia remain the two countries with the largest mining project pipelines, accounting for just 

below 40% of the global project pipeline. These two countries also have the widest range of commodities being 

extracted.  

The countries identified as large importers of capital equipment closely match the countries with sizeable mining 

project pipelines, with the exception of The Philippines, which was not analysed in the trade section.  

Conclusions 

Out of the 16 capital goods categories that were assessed (refer to Table 11), only two exhibit a revealed 

comparative disadvantage (i.e. RCAs below unity) in penetrating the 20 export markets identified, although the 

respective average annual export values and growth rates were clearly significant during the period under 

analysis. These categories are highlighted in grey in Table 11.  

The remaining 14 export product categories exhibit varying levels of revealed comparative advantage, with 

those highlighted in green reflecting the product categories for which South Africa has among the highest RCAs 

relative to other exporting countries.   

South Africa is a significant supplier to at least one of the countries analysed with respect to six export product 

categories.  

 

 

 

 

Table 10: Global mining project 
investment pipelines, 2013 

Country 
Value (USD  

billion) 

Canada 117 

Australia 100 

Russia 74 

Chile 69 

Brazil 57 

Peru 49 

USA 45 

South Africa 25 

Mexico 18 

The Philippines 17 

Total 571 

Source: IDC, adapted from E&MJ’s Annual 
Survey of Global Metal-mining Investment 
2014 
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Export opportunities for South Africa’s capital goods industry 

 
 

Table 11: SA capital equipment product categories exhibiting export potential 

HS 6-digit 
code 

Description 

Average annual 
value of SA 

exports 

(USD million): 
2008-2012 

Average annual 
growth in SA 

exports: 2008-
2012 

Average share of 
SA merchandise 

exports: 

2008-2012 

H730900 
Reservoirs, tanks, vats & similar containers, 
capacity >300 litres, (excl. liquid/compressed 
gas type) 

30.1 23.0% 0.04% 

H841370 Centrifugal pumps n.e.s. 28.0 14.1% 0.04% 

H841381 Pumps not elsewhere specified (n.e.s.) 82.3 22.5% 0.11% 

H842959 Self-propelled excavating machinery n.e.s. 57.6 29.6% 0.08% 

H847410 
Sorting/screening/separating or washing 
machinery for stone/ores or other minerals 

50.9 35.0% 0.07% 

H847420 
Crushing/grinding machines for 
earth/stone/ores or other minerals subs 

31.1 26.1% 0.04% 

H847989 
Machines & mechanical appliances n.e.s. 
having individual functions 

61.7 15.9% 0.08% 

H850213 
Generating sets, diesel/semi-diesel engines, 
of an output exceeding 375 KVA 

21.9 68.5% 0.03% 

H854370 
Electrical machines and apparatus, having 
individual functions, n.e.s. 

33.5 87.7% 0.04% 

H860900 
Cargo containers designed to be carried by 
one or more modes of transport 

157.0 0.6% 0.21% 

H870410 Dump trucks designed for off-highway use 147.3 22.7% 0.19% 

H870421 
Diesel-powered trucks with a GVW not 
exceeding five tonnes 

1 281.0 25.4% 1.69% 

H870423 
Diesel powered trucks with a GVW exceeding 
twenty tonnes 

29.5 27.7% 0.04% 

H870431 
Gas-powered trucks with a GVW not 
exceeding five tonnes 

95.9 31.0% 0.13% 

H902830 
Electricity supply, production and calibrating 
meters 

64.0 11.8% 0.08% 

H903180 
Measuring or checking instruments, 
appliances and machines, n.e.s. 

48.1 19.7% 0.06% 

Notes:  Export product categories for which SA has among the highest RCAs relative to other exporting countries are highlighted in green. Export 

product categories for which SA has a revealed comparative disadvantage are highlighted in grey. 

Source: IDC, calculated from ITC data 

 

Additional detail on the 14 product categories exhibiting potential for increased export penetration (i.e. the 

product categories listed in Table 11, with the exclusion of those shaded in grey) and the respective market 

destinations, is provided in Appendix 1. 
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Export opportunities for South Africa’s capital goods industry 

 
 

The product categories that show the potential ability to penetrate global markets are closely related to the 

mining industry, which has historically provided the basis for the growth of major segments of the domestic 

capital equipment industry. The emergence of electrical components manufacturers as potential global players 

has been supported by strong investment in South Africa’s electricity sector over a number of years, not only in 

the generation of new capacity, its transmission and distribution, but also importantly through the country’s 

electrification programme. 

It is important to note that of the countries with the largest import demand for capital goods, a limited number are 

currently significant trading partners of South Africa in this segment. Therefore, South African capital equipment 

manufacturers could consider broadening their investigation of such large import markets in order to identify 

new/additional opportunities for export.   

The analysis has attempted to identify the potential for further development of export markets for South African 

capital equipment manufacturers, but thorough investigation at the specific product and market levels would 

need to be undertaken to determine and quantify the realisable potential.  

Continued support to capital equipment manufacturers, directly or indirectly (e.g. industrial support measures, 

preferential procurement, preferential market access), is important to enable them to improve competitiveness, 

attain and benefit from economies of large scale production and, therefore, withstand import competition as well 

as penetrate global markets to an increasing extent. 



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 

                          g = Average annual growth in imports over the period 2008-2012                                                                                                                                                                            16 

 

Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

Figure A1: H730900 - Reservoirs, tanks, vats and similar containers, of a capacity > 300 litres, (excl. liquid/compressed gas type) 

 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Canada 29.6% 2.75

Japan 20.6% 0.60

Mexico 10.2% 1.25

China 9.4% 1.02

South Korea 5.7% 9.58

South Africa 0.1% 3.52

USA, m=$390 477; g=21.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 18.2% 2.00

Germany 17.7% 1.93

Ukraine 8.6% 1.57

Spain 6.0% 7.44

Italy 5.8% 8.88

South Africa 0.0% 3.52

Russia, m=$84 554; g=5.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

South Korea 61.3% 9.58

Italy 12.6% 8.88

Indonesia 9.0% 2.18

USA 2.8% 2.00

UK 1.6% 2.21

South Africa 0.3% 3.52

UAE, m=$147 665; g=106.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 27.6% 1.02

Singapore 18.3% 0.76

USA 10.6% 2.00

South Korea 10.2% 9.58

Thailand 8.1% 0.82

South Africa 0.2% 3.52

Australia, m=$72 262; g=16.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Malaysia 30.6% 2.19

Singapore 21.2% 0.76

China 16.1% 1.02

Australia 5.7% 0.80

USA 5.4% 2.00

South Africa 0.1% 3.52

Indonesia, m=$63 978; g=20.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 83.8% 2.00

South Korea 4.0% 9.58

China 3.0% 1.02

Italy 1.7% 8.88

UK 1.5% 2.21

South Africa 0.0% 3.52

Canada, m=$108 881; g=12.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 26.4% 1.02

Germany 15.1% 1.93

Ireland 9.7% 1.30

USA 8.3% 2.00

Italy 6.5% 8.88

South Africa 0.1% 3.52

UK, m=$59 893; g=10.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Taipei, Chinese 50.0% 0.81

Japan 17.3% 0.60

USA 7.1% 2.00

South Korea 5.0% 9.58

Germany 4.1% 1.93

South Africa 0.3% 3.52

China, m=$128 338; g=19.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 17.9% 1.02

USA 14.9% 2.00

Germany 13.4% 1.93

Italy 9.6% 8.88

Netherlands 6.9% 0.86

South Africa -- 3.52

Brazil, m=$29 432; g=22.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

South Korea 25.6% 9.58

Japan 19.1% 0.60

USA 9.8% 2.00

Canada 6.6% 2.75

China 4.8% 1.02

South Africa 0.0% 3.52

Saudi Arabia, m=$78 979; g=195.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 43.6% 1.02

USA 21.2% 2.00

Chile 6.0% 0.30

Ecuador 5.9% 0.98

Italy 5.2% 8.88

South Africa -- 3.52

Peru, m=$14 603; g=120.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 18.2% 8.88

China 17.7% 1.02

Japan 16.2% 0.60

South Korea 14.3% 9.58

Indonesia 4.4% 2.18

South Africa -- 3.52

Vietnam, m=$36 979; g=33.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 79.5% 8.88

South Korea 10.3% 9.58

USA 2.3% 2.00

UK 1.8% 2.21

Germany 1.1% 1.93

South Africa -- 3.52

Kuwait, m=$63 027; g=80%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Iran 29.5% 1.60

Turkey 29.5% 4.93

USA 12.4% 2.00

India 8.6% 1.31

South Korea 7.9% 9.58

South Africa -- 3.52

Iraq, m=$42 129; g=14.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Czech Republic 19.1% 5.51

Poland 15.8% 8.76

Italy 15.0% 8.88

France 7.8% 1.83

Spain 7.0% 7.44

South Africa 0.0% 3.52

Germany, m=$187 615; g=1.4%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

Figure A2: H841370 – Centrifugal pumps not elsewhere specified (n.e.s.) 

 

 

 

South Africa’s RCA is relatively low 

compared to the major import 

sources, indicating possibly limited 

competitive positioning. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 23.1% 15.31

Mexico 17.0% 16.27

Canada 8.5% 6.92

Sweden 8.1% 47.08

Italy 6.9% 33.23

South Africa 0.1% 8.27

USA, m=$968 398; g=3.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 17.6% 32.81

China 13.2% 15.31

Ukraine 11.4% 40.31

Finland 8.8% 32.58

Italy 8.7% 33.23

South Africa 0.1% 8.27

Russia, m=$860 251; g=6.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 16.7% 26.96

Italy 12.8% 33.23

USA 12.2% 20.31

Germany 11.6% 32.81

China 9.2% 15.31

South Africa 0.3% 8.27

UAE, m=$356 054; g=32.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 17.6% 15.31

USA 11.8% 20.31

Germany 8.4% 32.81

Italy 8.3% 33.23

Sweden 7.7% 47.08

South Africa 0.8% 8.27

Australia, m=$186 534; g=7.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 23.1% 15.31

Australia 19.2% 2.71

Singapore 10.6% 5.19

USA 8.9% 20.31

Japan 8.3% 26.96

South Africa 0.0% 8.27

Indonesia, m=$132 027; g=17.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 66.4% 20.31

Italy 5.8% 33.23

China 5.2% 15.31

Sweden 4.3% 47.08

Mexico 3.2% 16.27

South Africa 0.0% 8.27

Canada, m=$427 949; g=9.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 23.0% 32.81

France 20.0% 35.94

Italy 13.5% 33.23

Denmark 7.0% 121.44

Hungary 5.5% 64.67

South Africa 0.2% 8.27

UK, m=$231 692; g=1.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 22.3% 26.96

Germany 17.9% 32.81

USA 13.8% 20.31

France 6.9% 35.94

Netherlands 5.4% 9.60

South Africa 0.0% 8.27

China, m=$819 924; g=3.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 18.3% 33.23

USA 16.2% 20.31

UK 12.0% 24.88

Japan 12.0% 26.96

Germany 6.1% 32.81

South Africa 0.0% 8.27

Saudi Arabia, m=$151 749; g=280.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 31.6% 15.31

Taipei, Chinese 14.1% 3.56

Norway 12.6% 52.02

South Korea 10.5% 10.31

USA 7.5% 20.31

South Africa 0.0% 8.27

Japan, m=$134 163; g=10.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 55.2% 20.31

China 13.3% 15.31

Germany 4.3% 32.81

Japan 3.8% 26.96

Italy 3.4% 33.23

South Africa 0.4% 8.27

Mexico, m=$180 204; g=5.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 30.6% 15.31

Japan 20.0% 26.96

USA 6.7% 20.31

Indonesia 6.6% 0.92

Germany 5.1% 32.81

South Africa 0.8% 8.27

Vietnam, m=$63 809; g=32.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 22.0% 15.31

UK 21.2% 24.88

USA 12.4% 20.31

Italy 5.3% 33.23

France 5.3% 35.94

South Africa 0.3% 8.27

Nigeria, m=$36 522; g=87.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

South Korea 23.3% 10.31

USA 15.7% 20.31

Italy 14.0% 33.23

UK 11.9% 24.88

Japan 11.3% 26.96

South Africa 0.2% 8.27

Kuwait, m=$56 857; g=60.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 21.4% 15.31

Germany 19.1% 32.81

Turkey 8.0% 6.98

UK 7.5% 24.88

India 7.1% 11.71

South Africa 0.0% 8.27

Iraq, m=$79 605; g=46.8%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

Figure A3: H841381 - Pumps n.e.s.  

 

 

European economies and China are 

significant suppliers across the 

globe.  

South Africa is the second largest 

import source for Ghana. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 21.1% 4.74

Mexico 19.4% 6.95

Canada 10.9% 3.77

Germany 7.3% 2.76

Italy 7.2% 50.64

South Africa 0.0% 23.71

USA, m=$439 490; g=1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 30.5% 50.64

Netherlands 12.4% 4.25

China 11.5% 4.74

USA 9.7% 6.31

Spain 5.7% 9.88

South Africa 0.2% 23.71

UAE, m=$125 080; g=8.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Spain 4.4% 9.88

Italy 12.5% 50.64

USA 24.0% 6.31

France 2.2% 5.34

China 7.0% 4.74

South Africa 0.1% 23.71

Chile, m=$32 184; g=19.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 31.7% 4.74

Singapore 13.2% 7.40

USA 11.3% 6.31

Australia 10.2% 7.53

Japan 6.9% 3.96

South Africa 0.0% 23.71

Indonesia, m=$102 284; g=3.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 50.2% 6.31

China 32.0% 4.74

Germany 4.2% 2.76

Italy 2.2% 50.64

France 2.1% 5.34

South Africa 0.1% 23.71

Canada, m=$176 351; g=17.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 18.5% 6.31

China 13.0% 4.74

Italy 12.3% 50.64

Germany 7.8% 2.76

India 6.6% 1.34

South Africa 0.0% 23.71

UK, m=$143 738; g=2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 34.7% 6.31

China 11.8% 4.74

Germany 8.3% 2.76

France 8.2% 5.34

Sweden 7.4% 1.42

South Africa 0.0% 23.71

Brazil, m=$34 514; g=26.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 26.2% 3.96

Italy 17.1% 50.64

USA 13.4% 6.31

South Korea 11.7% 3.24

UK 6.1% 6.19

South Africa -- 23.71

Saudi Arabia, m=$280 596; g=20.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 34.8% 4.74

USA 27.0% 6.31

Germany 6.7% 2.76

UK 4.8% 6.19

South Korea 4.7% 3.24

South Africa 0.0% 23.71

Japan, m=$56 152; g=3.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 47.0% 6.31

China 20.2% 4.74

Germany 10.0% 2.76

Italy 5.4% 50.64

Japan 2.7% 3.96

South Africa 0.2% 23.71

Mexico, m=$61 507; g=11.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 29.8% 4.74

Japan 16.3% 3.96

Italy 7.8% 50.64

Germany 6.4% 2.76

USA 6.2% 6.31

South Africa 0.2% 23.71

Vietnam, m=$51 167; g=21.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 39.9% 4.74

Italy 24.5% 50.64

USA 6.0% 6.31

UK 5.0% 6.19

Germany 4.9% 2.76

South Africa 0.3% 23.71

Nigeria, m=$195 226; g=36%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 18.8% 50.64

China 16.0% 4.74

France 15.4% 5.34

Turkey 11.5% 6.60

South Korea 7.8% 3.24

South Africa 0.1% 23.71

Iraq, m=$34 106; g=37.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 21.9% 50.64

USA 17.8% 6.31

Switzerland 12.1% 7.03

China 7.8% 4.74

Hungary 6.2% 6.45

South Africa 0.1% 23.71

Germany, m=$221 930; g=1.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 21.6% 2.76

South Africa 12.1% 23.71

China 10.3% 4.74

Australia 9.0% 7.53

UAE 7.9% 6.27

Ghana, m=$27 517; g=23.4%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

Figure A4: H842959 – Self-propelled excavating machinery n.e.s. 

 

 

  

The UK has the highest RCA in this 

product category and features as a 

major import source in all the countries 

shown, along with other European 

countries. South Africa has a 

reasonable penetration in the 

Australian market. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 65.3% 82.81

Italy 10.5% 16.89

Poland 5.3% 16.05

Japan 3.3% 0.85

South Korea 3.1% 0.09

South Africa 0.0% 22.54

USA, m=$272 870; g=60.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 51.0% 82.81

Italy 13.9% 16.89

USA 11.8% 12.34

Turkey 8.6% 11.71

Poland 7.5% 16.05

South Africa -- 22.54

Russia, m=$181 366; g=209.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 21.5% 82.81

Japan 18.7% 0.85

USA 14.2% 12.34

India 9.3% 5.12

Italy 4.1% 16.89

South Africa 0.4% 22.54

UAE, m=$84 856; g=8.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 37.9% 12.34

UK 20.9% 82.81

Italy 10.2% 16.89

Brazil 9.6% 10.06

Germany 8.9% 1.37

South Africa -- 22.54

Chile, m=$95 240; g=23.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 24.2% 0.85

Singapore 22.5% 12.49

France 17.8% 1.67

UK 9.8% 82.81

China 7.2% 1.05

South Africa 0.0% 22.54

Indonesia, m=$68 173; g=18.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 29.3% 0.85

Germany 18.3% 1.37

Netherlands 17.3% 3.89

Ireland 8.8% 3.59

Italy 6.1% 16.89

South Africa 0.0% 22.54

UK, m=$118 218; g=13.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Mexico 33.5% 3.05

UK 24.5% 82.81

USA 22.7% 12.34

China 15.9% 1.05

Turkey 1.9% 11.71

South Africa -- 22.54

Brazil, m=$31 019; g=40.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 51.7% 12.34

UK 22.2% 82.81

South Korea 8.4% 0.09

Brazil 5.7% 10.06

Italy 3.4% 16.89

South Africa 0.3% 22.54

Peru, m=$63 214; g=41.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Austria 19.3% 11.77

UK 16.8% 82.81

Belgium 12.4% 6.23

France 11.3% 1.67

Netherlands 7.5% 3.89

South Africa -- 22.54

Germany, m=$81 162; g=13.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 33.9% 1.05

USA 22.5% 12.34

Belgium 18.7% 6.23

UK 4.9% 82.81

Japan 3.2% 0.85

South Africa 0.3% 22.54

Ghana, m=$94 493; g=79.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 46.4% 82.81

USA 28.3% 12.34

Italy 11.6% 16.89

South Africa 3.9% 22.54

Japan 3.3% 0.85

Australia, m=$54 591; g=25%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

Figure A5: H847410 – Dump trucks designed for off-highway use 

0 

Germany, USA and China are 

significant import sources across the 

globe, while the UK (with a very high 

RCA) is not as prominent. South Africa 

ranks 5
th
 largest supplier to Peru. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 33.9% 195.15

Canada 16.2% 29.48

Germany 15.9% 34.70

China 6.0% 27.24

Mexico 4.5% 5.17

South Africa 1.1% 130.60

USA, m=$172 228; g=11.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 17.2% 195.15

Finland 15.9% 80.78

Germany 15.2% 34.70

USA 11.0% 37.87

Ukraine 5.8% 35.63

South Africa 4.3% 130.60

Russia, m=$135 574; g=23.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 18.9% 195.15

Italy 18.2% 40.30

USA 13.9% 37.87

Germany 13.7% 34.70

Singapore 9.1% 3.86

South Africa 0.0% 130.60

UAE, m=$17 508; g=3.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 46.1% 195.15

USA 12.8% 37.87

China 10.6% 27.24

Ireland 5.5% 15.47

Germany 5.5% 34.70

South Africa 2.1% 130.60

Australia, m=$73 517; g=36.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 26.8% 37.87

Germany 18.3% 34.70

China 14.2% 27.24

UK 7.9% 195.15

Spain 5.6% 21.27

South Africa 0.6% 130.60

Chile, m=$60 063; g=91.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 36.3% 27.24

Australia 13.7% 65.86

Japan 13.0% 4.59

Malaysia 6.0% 4.94

USA 5.0% 37.87

South Africa 0.4% 130.60

Indonesia, m=$25 388; g=12.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 41.1% 37.87

Australia 19.8% 65.86

Germany 13.6% 34.70

Japan 5.4% 4.59

UK 5.1% 195.15

South Africa 1.4% 130.60

China, m=$136 857; g=2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 21.7% 37.87

China 19.8% 27.24

UK 11.3% 195.15

Australia 10.0% 65.86

Germany 5.7% 34.70

South Africa 2.8% 130.60

Brazil, m=$32 100; g=34.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 34.9% 195.15

South Korea 20.5% 3.88

Germany 8.9% 34.70

Canada 6.7% 29.48

Italy 5.1% 40.30

South Africa 0.0% 130.60

Japan, m=$12 437; g=39.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 34.5% 37.87

Brazil 15.3% 12.97

China 15.0% 27.24

Chile 9.1% 27.99

South Africa 4.0% 130.60

Peru, m=$17 102; g=13.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 46.1% 37.87

UK 12.6% 195.15

Canada 9.3% 29.48

Germany 6.1% 34.70

Australia 5.1% 65.86

South Africa 0.2% 130.60

Mexico, m=$57 975; g=1.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 79.1% 27.24

Germany 3.7% 34.70

Japan 2.8% 4.59

Taipei, Chinese 1.9% 11.90

Australia 1.5% 65.86

South Africa -- 130.60

Vietnam, m=$58 805; g=147.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 41.9% 195.15

Austria 12.6% 105.97

Switzerland 12.2% 7.89

Belgium 6.7% 16.08

Italy 4.6% 40.30

South Africa 0.1% 130.60

Germany, m=$55 421; g=6.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 52.1% 37.87

UK 13.7% 195.15

Germany 7.5% 34.70

Australia 6.2% 65.86

Ireland 3.5% 15.47

South Africa 1.4% 130.60

Canada, m=$103 690; g=21.4%
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

Figure A6: H847420 – Crushing/grinding machines for earth/stones/ores or other mineral substances 

 

 

European countries are significant 

suppliers of this product category 

across the globe. South Africa’s RCA 

is only above the major import sources 

in a limited number of instances. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 30.5% 77.95

Germany 12.1% 35.91

Finland 11.8% 253.79

Brazil 7.3% 11.74

China 6.6% 30.91

South Africa 0.6% 40.61

USA, m=$166 416; g=11.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 22.1% 35.91

China 19.0% 30.91

Finland 5.4% 253.79

UK 5.3% 77.95

Ukraine 5.2% 48.48

South Africa 0.1% 40.61

Russia, m=$513 022; g=19.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 32.0% 77.95

Germany 19.2% 35.91

Finland 10.6% 253.79

China 9.9% 30.91

USA 8.3% 15.30

South Africa 1.5% 40.61

Australia, m=$161 147; g=19.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 27.4% 35.91

USA 15.3% 15.30

China 11.9% 30.91

Canada 6.2% 4.33

Spain 5.5% 9.47

South Africa 4.6% 40.61

Chile, m=$86 419; g=105.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 34.7% 30.91

Germany 26.8% 35.91

Denmark 8.7% 19.09

USA 4.0% 15.30

Australia 3.8% 17.58

South Africa 0.9% 40.61

Indonesia, m=$143 380; g=127.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 56.4% 15.30

UK 9.8% 77.95

Finland 7.9% 253.79

Germany 6.0% 35.91

Sweden 3.7% 53.79

South Africa 0.3% 40.61

Canada, m=$103 211; g=11.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 27.1% 35.91

France 13.7% 26.52

UK 12.9% 77.95

Japan 9.1% 8.41

Sweden 8.2% 53.79

South Africa 0.5% 40.61

China, m=$288 730; g=3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 29.7% 30.91

USA 18.8% 15.30

Germany 16.1% 35.91

UK 9.2% 77.95

Luxembourg 5.0% 54.24

South Africa 0.1% 40.61

Brazil, m=$134 620; g=59.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 39.3% 30.91

Germany 17.9% 35.91

USA 9.4% 15.30

Japan 7.0% 8.41

UK 4.1% 77.95

South Africa 0.1% 40.61

Saudi Arabia, m=$44 454; g=17085.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 20.2% 15.30

China 15.2% 30.91

Germany 12.9% 35.91

Canada 12.9% 4.33

Brazil 12.6% 11.74

South Africa 0.0% 40.61

Peru, m=$44 646; g=65.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 31.5% 15.30

Germany 12.4% 35.91

Finland 7.8% 253.79

UK 7.0% 77.95

Canada 6.2% 4.33

South Africa 0.7% 40.61

Mexico, m=$164 127; g=0.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 33.3% 30.91

Belgium 25.7% 9.32

Germany 10.1% 35.91

UK 4.1% 77.95

India 3.4% 7.80

South Africa 0.1% 40.61

Nigeria, m=$56 889; g=43.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 47.2% 20.08

Germany 26.6% 35.91

Turkey 11.9% 25.23

China 7.8% 30.91

UK 2.6% 77.95

South Africa -- 40.61

Iraq, m=$11 740; g=193.9%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Canada 17.8% 7.65

Japan 17.1% 34.51

Germany 13.8% 21.65

China 13.6% 2.80

Italy 6.6% 27.45

South Africa 0.1% 3.41

USA, m=$2 475 828; g=12%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 23.6% 21.65

Italy 13.4% 27.45

China 12.4% 2.80

USA 5.5% 10.60

Netherlands 4.2% 5.73

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Russia, m=$828 631; g=16.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 17.2% 10.60

Germany 16.3% 21.65

Italy 15.6% 27.45

South Korea 8.0% 23.49

Singapore 5.4% 8.29

South Africa 0.8% 3.41

UAE, m=$267 186; g=19.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 21.0% 21.65

USA 19.4% 10.60

UK 13.2% 8.30

Japan 9.0% 34.51

China 5.8% 2.80

South Africa 0.2% 3.41

Australia, m=$698 452; g=22.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 30.3% 34.51

USA 18.0% 10.60

China 10.0% 2.80

South Korea 9.5% 23.49

Singapore 9.3% 8.29

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Indonesia, m=$121 698; g=30.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 49.0% 10.60

UAE 18.4% 5.29

China 7.8% 2.80

Germany 5.8% 21.65

Japan 4.3% 34.51

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Canada, m=$781 886; g=20.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 20.2% 21.65

USA 18.2% 10.60

Japan 9.8% 34.51

Italy 8.9% 27.45

China 5.9% 2.80

South Africa 0.1% 3.41

UK, m=$552 157; g=2.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 35.1% 34.51

Germany 15.1% 21.65

South Korea 10.7% 23.49

USA 9.1% 10.60

Taipei, Chinese 6.2% 11.60

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

China, m=$5 982 316; g=9.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 17.7% 10.60

Germany 16.9% 21.65

Japan 13.9% 34.51

Italy 9.6% 27.45

China 5.9% 2.80

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Brazil, m=$665 935; g=6.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 36.0% 10.60

Italy 12.0% 27.45

China 8.4% 2.80

Spain 6.5% 4.53

Germany 4.9% 21.65

South Africa 0.4% 3.41

Peru, m=$47 456; g=36.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 44.1% 10.60

Germany 13.7% 21.65

Japan 10.6% 34.51

South Korea 5.0% 23.49

Italy 4.9% 27.45

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Mexico, m=$976 807; g=5.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 30.2% 34.51

China 23.8% 2.80

South Korea 13.4% 23.49

Taipei, Chinese 6.5% 11.60

Germany 5.4% 21.65

South Africa -- 3.41

Vietnam, m=$409 784; g=35.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 27.7% 10.60

Italy 17.8% 27.45

Germany 12.6% 21.65

UK 11.1% 8.30

South Korea 10.2% 23.49

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Kuwait, m=$27 591; g=121.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 34.5% 10.60

UK 17.0% 8.30

China 8.8% 2.80

India 7.6% 3.22

Italy 5.3% 27.45

South Africa 1.1% 3.41

Ghana, m=$16 278; g=67.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

South Korea 33.4% 23.49

Italy 25.9% 27.45

USA 15.3% 10.60

Turkey 6.4% 3.91

Germany 5.1% 21.65

South Africa 0.0% 3.41

Iraq, m=$96 354; g=122.1%

 

Figure A7: H847989 – Machines and mechanical appliances n.e.s. having individual functions 

 

  

The largest import sources are 

advanced economies, except in the 

Far East where some regional 

emerging markets are substantial 

suppliers. 



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Figure A8: H860900 – Cargo containers designed to be carried by one or more modes of transport 

 

  

Export trade in cargo containers is 

dominated by a couple of countries, 

especially China.  

South Africa features among the top 

suppliers to Canada and Nigeria, but 

with a relatively small % share of these 

markets. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 62.5% 19.02

Germany 6.0% 0.45

France 5.0% 0.89

Mexico 4.8% 0.37

Japan 4.5% 0.15

South Africa 0.8% 8.04

USA, m=$439 639; g=14.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 50.5% 19.02

USA 12.4% 0.71

Germany 4.5% 0.45

South Korea 4.2% 0.51

UK 3.3% 0.63

South Africa 1.3% 8.04

Russia, m=$90 734; g=10.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 31.2% 19.02

USA 13.8% 0.71

Germany 13.0% 0.45

France 10.9% 0.89

Norway 6.7% 0.73

South Africa 0.2% 8.04

UAE, m=$39 683; g=57.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 36.6% 19.02

USA 8.5% 0.71

UK 5.1% 0.63

Taipei, Chinese 2.9% 0.19

New Zealand 2.7% 1.64

South Africa 0.2% 8.04

Australia, m=$187 042; g=25.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 62.2% 19.02

USA 12.7% 0.71

South Korea 8.7% 0.51

Germany 4.4% 0.45

Sweden 1.5% 0.46

South Africa 0.1% 8.04

Chile, m=$22 011; g=22.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 38.5% 19.02

Singapore 23.1% 0.06

USA 8.0% 0.71

Germany 5.8% 0.45

UK 4.4% 0.63

South Africa 0.7% 8.04

Indonesia, m=$16 777; g=16.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 62.5% 19.02

USA 11.2% 0.71

Ireland 8.0% 0.04

South Africa 2.7% 8.04

France 2.6% 0.89

Canada, m=$89 325; g=15.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 71.7% 19.02

South Korea 10.5% 0.51

Netherlands 5.6% 1.08

USA 3.9% 0.71

Malaysia 1.5% 2.82

South Africa 0.5% 8.04

Japan, m=$67 159; g=11.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 39.6% 19.02

USA 20.3% 0.71

Germany 13.3% 0.45

Canada 5.4% 0.11

South Korea 3.1% 0.51

South Africa 0.6% 8.04

Peru, m=$13 151; g=52.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 33.1% 0.71

Germany 24.4% 0.45

China 16.1% 19.02

Singapore 13.7% 0.06

Norway 2.3% 0.73

South Africa -- 8.04

Vietnam, m=$10 656; g=11.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 29.1% 0.63

China 10.4% 19.02

USA 10.1% 0.71

Belgium 8.2% 0.86

South Africa 7.5% 8.04

Nigeria, m=$26 563; g=11%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Poland 20.1% 2.98

China 19.6% 19.02

Czech Republic 11.0% 1.83

Netherlands 7.2% 1.08

Belgium 6.9% 0.86

South Africa 1.1% 8.04

Germany, m=$192 833; g=2.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 49.5% 0.71

China 21.3% 19.02

Germany 8.7% 0.45

Sweden 4.2% 0.46

France 2.1% 0.89

South Africa 0.2% 8.04

Mexico, m=$21 492; g=40.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 86.7% 19.02

Vietnam 9.6% 1.00

Italy 0.9% 0.60

Netherlands 0.9% 1.08

Germany 0.9% 0.45

South Africa -- 8.04

Kuwait, m=$21 569; g=132.5%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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The US dominates the global 

market, being by far the largest 

import source for most of the 

countries analysed. South Africa is 

among the top suppliers to 

Australia, but with a relatively small 

% of its imports. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 40.0% 200.37

Sweden 25.9% 0.59

Japan 18.0% 118.04

Brazil 6.7% 21.59

Canada 3.1% 36.73

South Africa 0.2% 185.61

USA, m=$582 540; g=55.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Belarus 32.4% 81.87

USA 22.3% 272.43

Sweden 14.1% 0.59

Japan 9.9% 118.04

UK 8.6% 200.37

South Africa 0.5% 185.61

Russia, m=$163 402; g=18.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

UK 42.5% 200.37

Japan 23.1% 118.04

USA 10.0% 272.43

Sweden 5.5% 0.59

India 3.9% 143.36

South Africa 0.7% 185.61

UAE, m=$80 353; g=51.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 78.9% 272.43

Japan 6.7% 118.04

Sweden 4.6% 0.59

UK 4.2% 200.37

South Africa 1.7% 185.61

Australia, m=$1 479 270; g=49.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 36.7% 118.04

India 16.7% 143.36

USA 13.6% 272.43

Sweden 9.8% 0.59

UK 8.2% 200.37

South Africa 0.1% 185.61

Indonesia, m=$1 059 377; g=24.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 71.3% 272.43

UK 11.6% 200.37

Sweden 5.1% 0.59

Japan 4.9% 118.04

Australia 2.4% 53.93

South Africa 0.1% 185.61

Canada, m=$812 551; g=14.4%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 30.6% 272.43

Sweden 28.9% 0.59

Germany 16.7% 13.27

Belgium 5.4% 9.81

Japan 4.9% 118.04

South Africa 0.5% 185.61

UK, m=$133 572; g=10.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 65.7% 272.43

Belarus 14.4% 81.87

Sweden 7.2% 0.59

India 4.6% 143.36

Japan 3.2% 118.04

South Africa -- 185.61

China, m=$200 251; g=5.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 85.2% 272.43

Italy 1.8% 14.30

Sweden 0.8% 0.59

Australia 1.5% 53.93

China 0.0% 20.56

South Africa -- 185.61

Brazil, m=$229 169; g=34.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 87.7% 272.43

Japan 7.7% 118.04

Canada 1.1% 36.73

UK 1.0% 200.37

Sweden 0.6% 0.59

South Africa -- 185.61

Chile, m=$573 898; g=29.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 63.2% 272.43

Sweden 22.4% 0.59

UK 12.1% 200.37

China 1.3% 20.56

Canada 0.9% 36.73

South Africa -- 185.61

Japan, m=$25 417; g=133.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 90.6% 272.43

UK 2.8% 200.37

Japan 2.8% 118.04

China 1.4% 20.56

Sweden 0.8% 0.59

South Africa -- 185.61

Peru, m=$189 431; g=56.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 75.9% 272.43

UK 11.9% 200.37

Canada 2.5% 36.73

Finland 2.4% 68.22

Japan 2.2% 118.04

South Africa 0.2% 185.61

Mexico, m=$260 405; g=22.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Belgium 17.0% 9.81

China 15.8% 20.56

USA 12.1% 272.43

UK 5.7% 200.37

Germany 5.0% 13.27

South Africa 0.5% 185.61

Nigeria, m=$152 546; g=126.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Sweden 23.0% 0.59

South Africa 19.4% 185.61

UK 16.8% 200.37

USA 14.4% 272.43

Japan 7.6% 118.04

South Africa 19.4% 185.61

Germany, m=$152 404; g=23.5%

 

Figure A9: H870410 – Dump trucks designed for off-highway use 

 

  



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Figure A10: H870421 – Diesel-powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding five tonnes 

 

  

South Africa’s relatively high RCA is 

not being reflected in its ability to 

penetrate global markets. European 

and East Asian countries are major 

suppliers across the globe. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 22.3% 116.72

Thailand 20.8% 854.42

Italy 15.9% 225.13

Turkey 10.9% 743.93

Spain 6.2% 524.38

South Africa 4.3% 604.25

Russia, m=$594 780; g=2.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Mexico 98.6% 175.00

Germany 0.5% 116.72

Canada 0.4% 0.36

Brazil 0.2% 62.08

Japan 0.2% 74.09

South Africa 0.0% 604.25

USA, m=$928 044; g=26.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 64.0% 854.42

Japan 13.1% 74.09

Spain 8.3% 524.38

Germany 4.5% 116.72

South Korea 2.7% 115.58

South Africa 0.0% 604.25

Australia, m=$3 081 079; g=18.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 38.4% 854.42

South Korea 15.4% 115.58

Japan 12.9% 74.09

Mexico 8.4% 175.00

France 7.0% 158.51

South Africa -- 604.25

Chile, m=$762 916; g=41.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Spain 25.9% 524.38

Germany 20.3% 116.72

Turkey 16.7% 743.93

France 12.3% 158.51

Italy 9.4% 225.13

South Africa 0.5% 604.25

UK, m=$2 697 731; g=9.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Argentina 90.3% 958.05

South Korea 4.5% 115.58

Turkey 1.5% 743.93

Uruguay 1.4% 149.42

Mexico 1.3% 175.00

South Africa -- 604.25

Brazil, m=$1 517 681; g=26.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 62.8% 854.42

USA 13.2% 13.67

Taipei, Chinese 9.0% 0.10

Austria 2.0% 12.92

Germany 1.8% 116.72

South Africa 1.6% 604.25

Japan, m=$10 171; g=47%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 51.7% 854.42

South Korea 39.4% 115.58

China 3.9% 11.01

Japan 3.2% 74.09

Indonesia 0.9% 1.07

South Africa -- 604.25

Vietnam, m=$92 781; g=131.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 40.5% 854.42

South Korea 24.5% 115.58

Japan 8.8% 74.09

India 5.2% 26.01

USA 4.1% 13.67

South Africa -- 604.25

Kuwait, m=$14 643; g=47.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Italy 36.4% 225.13

Spain 24.6% 524.38

France 11.1% 158.51

Argentina 10.9% 958.05

Thailand 3.3% 854.42

South Africa 2.4% 604.25

Germany, m=$2 551 410; g=12.7%
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 
 

Figure A11: H870423 – Diesel-powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding twenty tonnes 

 

  

China, Japan as well as a few 

European and Latin American 

countries are the main suppliers 

across the globe.  

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 24.9% 109.04

Germany 16.1% 349.61

Poland 10.9% 268.60

Sweden 9.7% 623.90

Netherlands 5.3% 303.36

South Africa 0.0% 56.46

Russia, m=$692 762; g=10.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 62.2% 303.23

Germany 17.2% 349.61

USA 6.2% 79.46

Netherlands 2.4% 303.36

Czech Republic 2.0% 29.72

South Africa -- 56.46

Australia, m=$251 219; g=17.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 26.2% 79.46

Brazil 25.1% 207.11

Germany 19.2% 349.61

Sweden 7.8% 623.90

Mexico 6.5% 221.71

South Africa -- 56.46

Chile, m=$341 510; g=25.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 51.0% 303.23

Sweden 10.5% 623.90

China 7.3% 109.04

France 5.8% 140.57

Spain 5.8% 205.81

South Africa -- 56.46

Indonesia, m=$209 070; g=100.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 90.2% 79.46

Mexico 8.6% 221.71

Finland 0.5% 83.98

Sweden 0.4% 623.90

Germany 0.1% 349.61

South Africa -- 56.46

Canada, m=$783 941; g=17.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 61.2% 349.61

Belgium 17.2% 62.27

Austria 6.2% 319.77

Sweden 5.2% 623.90

France 3.1% 140.57

South Africa -- 56.46

UK, m=$513 046; g=28.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 56.3% 303.23

Germany 32.6% 349.61

Sweden 9.0% 623.90

USA 0.7% 79.46

Austria 0.6% 319.77

South Africa -- 56.46

China, m=$894 776; g=35.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 62.3% 349.61

Sweden 18.0% 623.90

Spain 8.2% 205.81

China 2.9% 109.04

Finland 2.7% 83.98

South Africa -- 56.46

Brazil, m=$32 822; g=97.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 72.4% 349.61

Sweden 7.7% 623.90

Japan 6.3% 303.23

France 4.1% 140.57

China 3.1% 109.04

South Africa -- 56.46

Saudi Arabia, m=$277 453; g=29.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Brazil 44.5% 207.11

China 11.8% 109.04

Germany 10.5% 349.61

Japan 7.2% 303.23

Mexico 4.6% 221.71

South Africa -- 56.46

Peru, m=$276 483; g=32.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 48.9% 109.04

South Korea 33.9% 24.03

Japan 11.6% 303.23

USA 1.6% 79.46

France 1.3% 140.57

South Africa -- 56.46

Vietnam, m=$158 730; g=31.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 18.8% 303.23

UK 16.2% 17.70

USA 12.1% 79.46

Belgium 8.8% 62.27

China 8.1% 109.04

South Africa 5.3% 56.46

Nigeria, m=$336 352; g=106.3%
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 

The US and Mexico are major import 

sources not only in NAFTA markets 

but elsewhere in the world. China, 

Thailand and Japan are key 

suppliers from East Asia. South 

Africa exports principally to the UK.   

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 42.5% 34955.56

Japan 25.5% 6884.44

USA 15.0% 23671.11

Mexico 12.1% 92248.89

China 1.8% 1413.33

South Africa 0.1% 6773.33

UAE, m=$385 914; g=75.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 34.0% 23671.11

China 22.9% 1413.33

Mexico 12.5% 92248.89

Brazil 12.4% 10675.56

Argentina 7.6% 29284.44

South Africa -- 6773.33

Chile, m=$238 466; g=16.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 83.5% 23671.11

Mexico 15.4% 92248.89

Turkey 0.8% 6715.56

Germany 0.1% 364.44

Japan 0.1% 6884.44

South Africa -- 6773.33

Canada, m=$6 804 402; g=14.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Netherlands 56.8% 105.78

South Africa 18.2% 6773.33

Turkey 16.3% 6715.56

Thailand 3.1% 34955.56

Germany 2.2% 364.44

UK, m=$506 293; g=0.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 74.7% 23671.11

Germany 21.5% 364.44

Spain 2.1% 2551.11

Thailand 0.6% 34955.56

Mexico 0.6% 92248.89

South Africa 0.0% 6773.33

China, m=$90 062; g=69%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Argentina 83.6% 29284.44

China 15.3% 1413.33

USA 0.9% 23671.11

Mexico 0.2% 92248.89

Thailand 0.0% 34955.56

South Africa 0.0% 6773.33

Brazil, m=$210 030; g=27.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Thailand 71.1% 34955.56

Japan 14.7% 6884.44

USA 9.4% 23671.11

Indonesia 3.0% 2195.56

China 0.8% 1413.33

South Africa -- 6773.33

Saudi Arabia, m=$765 145; g=47.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Indonesia 87.3% 2195.56

USA 10.0% 23671.11

Thailand 1.4% 34955.56

Mexico 0.8% 92248.89

Canada 0.2% 7364.44

South Africa 0.0% 6773.33

Japan, m=$162 259; g=15.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 40.6% 23671.11

Thailand 37.4% 34955.56

Japan 10.3% 6884.44

Mexico 7.8% 92248.89

China 1.6% 1413.33

South Africa 0.2% 6773.33

Kuwait, m=$188 315; g=43%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 54.2% 1413.33

Thailand 35.9% 34955.56

UAE 4.5% 866.67

Kuwait 4.4% 893.33

South Korea 0.8% 428.89

South Africa -- 6773.33

Iraq, m=$124 799; g=96.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Netherlands 15.5% 105.78

Belgium 12.5% 3653.33

USA 18.3% 23671.11

China 6.5% 1413.33

Germany 13.1% 364.44

South Africa 0.0% 6773.33

Ghana, m=$21 213; g=42.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Mexico 91.1% 92248.89

Canada 8.8% 7364.44

Brazil 0.0% 10675.56

Japan 0.0% 6884.44

Germany 0.0% 364.44

South Africa -- 6773.33

USA, m=$7 445 981; g=7.9%

 

Figure A12: H870431 – Gas-powered trucks with a GVW not exceeding five tonnes 

 

  



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 
 

Figure A13: H902830 – Electricity supply, production calibrating meters 

 

  

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Egypt 54.9% 29.83

China 30.1% 6.62

India 9.2% 5.46

Germany 0.4% 1.12

France 0.2% 3.13

South Africa 0.2% 21.91

Ghana, m=$22 012; g=12.1%

South Africa’s relatively high RCA is 

not reflected in its ability to 

penetrate global markets. 

Regional low-cost suppliers are 

important suppliers to major 

importers. 

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Mexico 88.9% 29.70

China 4.7% 6.62

UK 2.2% 5.40

Canada 1.3% 0.68

India 0.9% 5.46

South Africa -- 21.91

USA, m=$359 550; g=21.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Kazakhstan 43.8% 0.02

China 24.7% 6.62

Bulgaria 10.7% 5.93

USA 7.1% 5.62

Israel 2.9% 0.07

South Africa -- 21.91

Russia, m=$34 906; g=100.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 37.5% 1.12

France 21.9% 3.13

USA 13.1% 5.62

Slovenia 7.4% 99.06

UK 6.1% 5.40

South Africa -- 21.91

UAE, m=$23 287; g=90.6%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

India 62.5% 5.46

Singapore 19.4% 5.04

China 7.1% 6.62

USA 3.1% 5.62

Indonesia 1.3% 5.12

South Africa 0.0% 21.91

Australia, m=$48 737; g=54.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

China 78.6% 6.62

Singapore 5.1% 5.04

South Africa 3.0% 21.91

Japan 2.2% 0.05

France 1.9% 3.13

Indonesia, m=$37 898; g=88.5%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 83.9% 5.62

Mexico 15.0% 29.70

China 0.4% 6.62

Australia 0.1% 0.43

UK 0.1% 5.40

South Africa 0.0% 21.91

Canada, m=$136 320; g=24.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Poland 37.1% 7.01

China 13.8% 6.62

India 11.0% 5.46

USA 7.5% 5.62

Slovenia 7.3% 99.06

South Africa 0.5% 21.91

UK, m=$43 704; g=35.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 95.4% 5.62

Canada 3.7% 0.68

Germany 0.2% 1.12

Spain 0.1% 0.40

Taipei, Chinese 0.1% 0.14

South Africa 0.0% 21.91

Mexico, m=$34 333; g=27.6%



 

Notes:            m = Average annual value of imports of the country over the period 2008-2012, in USD ‘000s 
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Appendix 1: Potential opportunities for South African capital goods exports 
 

Figure A14: H903180 – Measuring or checking instruments, appliances and machines n.e.s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Germany and the US are the main 

suppliers around the globe, 

although China, the UK and Japan 

are also important suppliers. South 

Africa has a relatively small market 

presence in a number of countries.  

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 18.2% 36.69

Japan 17.8% 31.04

Canada 9.3% 10.56

China 7.4% 6.37

UK 6.4% 17.32

South Africa 0.1% 7.73

USA, m=$1 874 433; g=7.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 25.8% 36.69

Belarus 14.7% 2.29

USA 11.1% 18.79

China 5.6% 6.37

France 5.3% 12.55

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Russia, m=$283 735; g=32.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 21.2% 18.79

Germany 19.8% 36.69

UK 9.6% 17.32

Italy 6.8% 16.30

China 5.9% 6.37

South Africa 0.5% 7.73

UAE, m=$83 528; g=17.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 29.3% 18.79

Germany 14.3% 36.69

UK 7.5% 17.32

China 5.5% 6.37

Japan 5.3% 31.04

South Africa 0.3% 7.73

Australia, m=$267 751; g=4.9%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 31.4% 18.79

Germany 19.6% 36.69

Sweden 7.3% 13.75

China 5.7% 6.37

UK 4.0% 17.32

South Africa 0.3% 7.73

Chile, m=$27 215; g=19.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 46.8% 31.04

China 9.7% 6.37

USA 9.2% 18.79

Germany 8.5% 36.69

Singapore 5.3% 7.30

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Indonesia, m=$74 380; g=34.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 51.8% 18.79

Germany 10.1% 36.69

China 6.2% 6.37

Japan 5.7% 31.04

Mexico 4.8% 5.34

South Africa 0.1% 7.73

Canada, m=$425 261; g=3.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Germany 22.7% 36.69

USA 22.6% 18.79

France 8.9% 12.55

Japan 7.4% 31.04

Netherlands 4.8% 5.38

South Africa 0.3% 7.73

UK, m=$401 858; g=6.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 20.8% 31.04

Germany 20.3% 36.69

USA 18.4% 18.79

South Korea 9.9% 14.15

Taipei, Chinese 3.4% 6.32

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

China, m=$2 708 635; g=19.7%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 32.1% 18.79

Germany 21.5% 36.69

Japan 8.8% 31.04

Italy 5.8% 16.30

China 4.2% 6.37

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Brazil, m=$315 099; g=7.3%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 33.3% 18.79

Germany 18.9% 36.69

China 13.1% 6.37

South Korea 4.0% 14.15

UK 3.9% 17.32

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Japan, m=$684 208; g=5.2%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 54.0% 18.79

Germany 10.9% 36.69

Japan 8.2% 31.04

Canada 4.9% 10.56

China 3.9% 6.37

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Mexico, m=$601 985; g=8.1%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

Japan 32.7% 31.04

South Korea 13.2% 14.15

Germany 10.9% 36.69

USA 9.0% 18.79

China 7.6% 6.37

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Vietnam, m=$113 399; g=21.8%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 31.3% 18.79

China 12.8% 6.37

UK 8.5% 17.32

France 7.3% 12.55

Belize 7.3% 0.02

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Nigeria, m=$14 767; g=17%

Country
% share of 

imports
RCA

USA 23.8% 18.79

Germany 23.6% 36.69

UK 11.4% 17.32

Singapore 8.9% 7.30

China 5.4% 6.37

South Africa 0.0% 7.73

Kuwait, m=$10 933; g=25.8%
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